
1) Registration (Registration Form Enclosed)
If you know you're coming, please feel free
to fax, mail or email us your registration form
- your registration fee can arrive separately.

2) Hotel Accommodations
Red Lion Hotel Columbia Center
See inside for details.

3) Strategic Planning Session
Wednesday 1-5 pm

It's been ten years since we looked at our
mission and goals. Lots has changed in
regards to research and funding priorities.
It's time for a review and update. Please join
us for this event on the afternoon before the
conference. We need your input!

4) Main Conference Day
   (Draft Schedule Enclosed)

• Final Reports on Funded Projects
• Researcher Overview Seminars
• Poster Session for Funded Research
• Commodity Priority Review/Setting
• Wine Tasting/Reception
• Dinner & Evening Presentation

Attendees of the NCSFR Annual Conference
will have the opportunity to hear research
reports and view poster presentations from
five disciplines including genetics, berry &
grape processing, wine processing,
production/physiology, and  pest
management; network with science and
industry partners; and help set research
priorities for the Center, which will be used for
competitive research grant considerations
next year.
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northwest Center for small Fruits Research

2009 Annual Conference in Kennewick
The Northwest Center for Small Fruits Research (NCSFR) Annual Conference will be held at the

Red Lion Hotel Columbia Center, Kennewick, Washington

Strategic Planning Session - Wednesday, Dec. 2
Main Conference Day - Thursday, Dec. 3, Committee Meetings - Friday, Dec. 4

5) Research Priorities - Commodity Groups
During the Annual Conference, time is set aside
to revisit the research priorities.  Please review
them within your commodity groups prior to the
conference and come prepared for discussion.
To ensure balanced outcomes, we strongly
encourage small fruit industry members to
attend and participate in these research priority
discussions.  You can find copies of the most
recent priorities at www.nwsmallfruits.org.

6) Committee Meetings (After the Conference)
• Advisory Council
• Liaison Committee
• Coordinating Committee

NW Small Fruit Notes

Evening Presentation
with Chad Finn

We have invited Chad Finn to be our guest
speaker for the evening festivities at the end of
our main conference day.  His talk is entitled
"Traipsing Through Berry Fields on Three
Continents".

Several opportunities came together this past
year to send Chad on trips around the world.  He
spoke at conferences in Mexico and Argentina,
was invited to teach at an European Union
sponsored plant breeding school in Italy, tour and
review a Brazilian germplasm development and
fruit breeding program and give a research review
at the Foodomics Conference in Italy.  With each
of these opportunities, he asked if it would be
possible to visit commercial producers and
research farms in the area. In all cases they

Continued On Next Page
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Call for Washington Wines
for the Annual Conference

Every year the NCSFR
Annual Conference holds a
wine tasting/reception in the
evening. As is the tradition,
the winemakers of the
hosting state provide the
wine for the event.  So,
we are putting out a
formal request to
the Washington
wineries to please let
us know if you can
bring some of your
latest and greatest
vintages to share with our
members.  A mix of reds and whites would
be greatly appreciated. Thanks!

Northwest Small Fruit Notes is a publication of the Northwest Center for Small Fruits Research
4845 B SW Dresden Ave, Corvallis, OR 97333 Phone: 541-758-4043

Chad Finn Continued From Page 1

COLUMBIA CENTER
http://tinyurl.com/kdow2

N 1101 Columbia Center Blvd., Kennewick

agreed.  He
saw some
amazing
raspberry and
blackberry
fields in Mexico
along with trial
blueberry
plantings;
some incredibly
productive
southern
highbush
blueberry fields

in Argentina; the station where 'Tupy' was
developed and a variety of unusual native fruit
in southern Brazil; as well as strawberry fields
and a processing plant in Italy.

He also had a chance to spend a little bit of
time exploring on his own.  He'll try to give you
a feel for some of the things he saw in and out
of the berry fields.

Chad joined the USDA-ARS, HCRL in 1993
when the Northwest Center for Small Fruits
Research was just getting established.  He
earned his BS in Horticulture at Purdue
University, his MS and PhD in Horticulture/Plant
breeding at the University of Minnesota.  His
first job was as the State Fruit Crop Specialist
at the University of Missouri.

He was hired by the USDA to develop new
berry cultivars for the Northwest commercial
industry and to develop germplasm for the use
of his and other breeding programs.

With strong collaboration within the USDA
research group, with OSU's Departments of
Horticulture and Food Science, the breeding
programs at WSU and Agriculture and Agri-
Foods Canada, the program has
developed several
commercially important
cultivars including 'Black
Diamond' and 'Obsidian'
blackberries,
'Tillamook' and
'Firecracker
strawberry, and
'Coho' raspberry.

We have a block of rooms with singles and
doubles for $79. Call 1-800-733-5466 and
tell them you are with the Northwest Center
for Small Fruits Research. Deadline for
reservation block is Mon., Nov. 9th
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Inga Zasada - New USDA ARS
Plant Pathologist

Inga Zasada, Plant Pathologist/Nematologist,
joined the USDA ARS HCRL in
Corvallis in March, 2008.  She
received her BS in Crop Science
from OSU and  Master's in Crop
Science from NC State
University.  She then served as
a Peace Corps Volunteer on the

Maltese Islands where she was responsible for
Nematology research, extension and education.
During that time she had the opportunity to
study Nematology in the Netherlands as well as
Italy cultivating an interest in nematode
identification. Inga then moved to the
Department of Nematology at UC Davis where
she did her Ph.D. research working on
Brassicaceous cover crops for plant-parasitic
nematode management.  After completing her
Ph.D., Inga continued to research the use of
cover crops and amendments to control plant-
parasitic nematodes as a Research Plant
Pathologist at the USDA-ARS Nematology Lab in
Beltsville. Inga's current research interest
include: the identification of resistance to
economically important plant-parasitic
nematodes in small fruits and the evaluation of
current and novel nematode management
strategies (nematicides, cover crops) relevant to
the small fruit industries.

Spotted Wing Drosophila in
Berry Crops

Infestations of the Spotted Wing Drosophila
(SWD) fly, an exotic pest, were recently found
in Oregon fruits. Of the 3000 species commonly
known as vinegar flies, only two have been
found to be harmful to crops. There are
confirmed findings of SWD in blueberries in
Oregon and have found suspect maggots in
several berries. These flies are native to Asia
and have been found in CA, FL, OR, WA, and
HI. It attacks a variety of fruits including
berries, cherries, peaches, Rubus, and others.
There is still no proof that the fly attacks
grapes, however it has been observed in a lab
no-choice food test to oviposit on table grapes.
NCSFR is currently looking at proposals for
studying this issue. For more details on SWD,
please visit our website.

Center Funding Update

The Center will once again be receiving new
funding through ARS. In 2009 NCSFR received
$254,000 for the Small Fruits Initiative. For
2010 the House has recommended continuing
the new funding at the same level and the
Senate has recommended an increase of
$21,000 for a total of $275,000. The two
Houses of Congress still need to meet in
Committee to finalize the Ag Bill and determine
the Center's funding level.

 The new funding in FY 2009 is being used
to enhance research capacity at the USDA-ARS
laboratory in Corvallis. This was recommeded
by the Coordinating Committee in April and
subsequently approved by USDA ARS
headquarters.  For 2010 funding, the
Coordinating Committee met at the annual
conference where it was confirmed that Fruit
Pathology continued to be the highest priority.
The funds in the 2010 budget will not be
enough for a full USDA-ARS research pathology
program, but are under review to get this
program initiated.  This could involve developing
a Specific Cooperative Agreement with WSU to
hire a technician to be located at Mt. Vernon
and to work on cooperative projects between
the ARS small fruit research group in Corvallis
and WSU researchers in Washington.  This
person could manage the research plots in
northern Washington for the research group in
Corvallis (Breeding, Virology, Nematology,
Pathology) and provide an enhanced presence
of the USDA-ARS small fruit research in
northern Washington.  The remainder of the
funds could be considered for hiring a post
doctorate fellow to initiate a program in fruit
pathology at the USDA-ARS HCRL in Corvallis.
When funding is secured to fund a full research
pathology program, a Research Scientist
position with technical support would most likely
replace the post doc.

Thanks to all the commodity groups who
contribute funding annually to support the Small
Fruits Industry Consortium coordination of the
trips to DC.  These trips have been critical for
ensuring the Center remains a high priority for
the PNW members of the US Congress.
Thanks also to all the members of the Liaison
Committee who make the trip to DC every year
for 25 meetings in 2 1/2 days!
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Jack Pinkerton, Research Plant
Pathologist for the USDA-ARS
HCRL in Corvallis, retired this year.
He started his career at OSU where
he received a B.S. in Zoology and
Ph.D. in Plant Pathology. During
this time he was also employed as
an Extension Nematologist for
Oregon. He held a post-doc

position at WSU to study the biology and
management of Meliodogyne chitwoodi and worked
as a Plant Pathologist for the ODA.  With the USDA
ARS he began by studying fungal diseases of
hazelnut - a collaborative project between Federal
and State agencies, which won this group the Lee
Hutchinson Award.  Jack went on to oversee the
small fruit Nematology research program serving the
PNW.  Jack has been a familiar face at the NCSFR
annual conferences for well over a decade.  His
research program spanned from basic to applied
research ranging from solarization research for
nematode and soil borne fungi management to
participating in the development of molecular
techniques for the identification of Tomato Ringspot
Virus in Xiphinema americanum.

Greg Bohach has been named
vice president for the Division of
Ag, Forestry and Veterinary
Medicine at Mississippi State
University. Greg had been serving
as Associate Dean of UI's Ag and
Life Sciences and Director of the
Idaho Ag Experiment Station as
well as the UI representative for
the Northwest Center for Small Fruits Research.
Greg will hold a faculty appointment in MSU's
department of biochemistry and molecular biology,
as well as adjunct faculty status in the College of

Veterinary Medicine's basic
sciences department.

Donald Thill, Professor, Weed
Science, Superintendent
Palouse Research, Extension
and Education Center;
Assistant Director of the
Idaho Agricultural Experiment
Station, will be taking over

Bohach's duties for the Center.

UI Director ChangePinkerton Retires from ARS
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Wednesday , December 2 

l  1:00 -  5:00 pm 
Strategic Planning -  Help Shape the Center’s Future 

by Participating in this Session  
TBA 

 

Thursday , December 3 

l  7:00 -  8:00 am  Breakfast Briefing  
Priority Setting officers and section chairs only please 

TBA 
 

l  7:15 am  Registration  Opens  Lobby 
 

l  8:00 -  8:45  am  General Session  – Small Fruits Updates TBA 
 

l  9:00  -  10 :40 am  5 Research Project Reports  – Jeff Flake, Chair TBA 
 

l  10 :40  -  10 :55 am  Break   
 

l  11:00  -  12: 40 pm  5 Research Project Reports  – Mike Williamson, Chair TBA 
 

l  12: 40 -  2:15 pm  Lunch & Priority Setting  
Pick up box lunch from Lobby and attend Priority Setting Sessions of your choice 

l  12: 55 -  1: 35 pm  (40 min) Priority Setting Sessions I   

w Raspberry, Blackberry &  Minor Crop  – Jeff Flake TBA  

w Wine  – Melanie Krauss TBA 

l  1: 35 -  2:15 pm  (40 min) Priority Setting Sessions II   

w Blueberry , Cranberry , Strawberry  – TBA TBA  

w Grape Viticulture  – Mike Williamson TBA 
 

l  2:30 -  3:45  pm  3 Research Program Overview Seminar s – Melanie Krauss, Chair TBA 
 

l  3:45   -  4:00  pm Break   
 

l  4:00  -  4:50 pm  2 Research Program Overview Seminars – TBA, Chair TBA 
 

l  5:00 -  6: 00 pm  Interactive Poster Sessions  – Researchers will be on hand to 
discuss their projects 

 

A. Wine, Berry Grape Proces sing, Production Physiology  TBA  
B. Genetics , Pest Management  TBA 

 

l  6:00 pm  
l  6:45 -  9:00 pm  

Wine Tasting  
Dinner & Keynote  Chad Finn – “Traipsing through berry fields on three 

continents” 
Atrium 

 

Friday , December 4  
l  7:00 -  8:00 am  Advisory Council Meeting  TBA 

l  8:00  -  9:30 am  Liaison Committee Breakfast Meeting   Breakfast  TBA 

l  9:30 -  11:00 am Coordinating Committee Meeting  TBA 
 

DRAFT 
SCHEDULE 


